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90D Chriſtian people, 00 pleaſed to ad; 
F Chis pious book, and in it. ſoon you li find, 


vine records.ſhown plainly to our view. 
hat miracles our gracious God can do-; - * 
The canſe of this my treating I'll explain „ 

foreign parts a tyrant king did rein. 


proſecutor of the Chriſtian faith, 

many geod and holy writers faiths oily bak 
Hjsiqueen-was young ard; beautiful ao, 

worldly. pleaſure they did overflow, W 11.4 


ae thing which molt their comfort o_ * 95 | 4 ; 
cauſe that they no iſſue could enjoy. 14 168 1 
Tnis, king, who in vain idols did belle | 1 
'nt for his prieſis to pray ſne might conce ve, . | 
ay to on Gods, faid he, that we may have | 
child, for this is all I need to crave,” - |, |, 1 
T length ſhe was delivered of a ſon, I 
Which joyful] ty dings through the kingdom no | 

ne lweetelt Ediid that ever, eyes beheld, | | 


ich joy and gladneſs then the king was filed. 


Four of them ſaid, what ſhall we do, alas! 4 
or thro”; this child ſtrange things wil) come to pas « 
herefore we muſi diſſemble with our king, 1 
und tell him it will be well in every thing i 


Then from the king theſe wiſe men did depart, 


le for the other fent, and ſaid, thou art; 


3 2 
The wiſeſt man and therefore tell to me, 


What 708 22 of my _— 2 ſee: 1 

« H O king, thoſe men did flatter A 
What the have” a seed is nbtbing 2 a hs 
For in that fatal hour I did ſee. Wh 
| Your child is bord a thriſtian for to be, W. 7 
Up firmly tor the chriſtian faith he] land. Yor 
And a gens pris be'll baniſh from the land, L 1+ | 
| Your golden gods he clearly will deſtroy,” 8 Th 


Your days are mixt with grief inſtead of joy. 
Hearing theſe words the king to weeping fell, 
Spying, this is ſad news which here you tell, 
My joys are turn'd-to ſorrow, grief and woe, 
| Then bow may I prevent it, let me know. | 
The wiſe philoſopher then ſaid; behold, >| 
Your child muſt ſuck till he be three years old. [ 
And build a famous palace in that ſpace, tt 
That he may be iecured in that piace. 
6M To wait on him, get twelve young virgins fair, 
And ſome great knight to tutor him with care ? 
The word of God or Chriſt ne ber let him hear, 
And thus let him be kept for filzeen years. 
Should one of them fall fick or chance to ge, | 
Beſure you get another ſpeedily ? 10 K 
No death nor ſickneis let him e'er perceive, 
Bat all for ever live mske him believe. 
Then take bim forth all pleaſures for to ſee, 
And to ſome princeſs let him wedded be; 
By this contrivance Ii aſſure you true, 
Your child will be a comfort unto you. 


HEN as the wiſe philoſopher bad ſaid, 
He caus d a ſumpruous palace to be made, 
And ſoon he got twelve virgins as we hear, 
All aged from'thirteen, ungo twenty years. 
. When tweive long years weile gone and paſt, 
This Prince Was then about fifteen years old; 
Hie loved ene virgin more than all the ref, 
p To Aen. Jehofmaphat did bis ns expieſe. 
b n 8 TIS: 
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ae at, 3.5 Jo br: 
' Why am I ſo confined, here I pray? 
T long to ſee my father's palace gay: 
And walk abroad io take the air likewiſe, 1 
Why are thoſe; things thus hidden rom my eyes? 
The damſel ſaid; then as her eyes did ſhow, © 
Your father will put me to death I know, 
| 1t 1 ſhould tell you, and if Irefuſe, 
Thea I forever muſt your ſavour looſe. 
| Jehoſhaphat ſaid, ſpeak, be not afraid, 
So then ſhe told him what the wiſe man ſaid, 
And did unto the prince the cauſe relate, 
Why he was kept confined at this rate, 
| Should you go forth the city for to ſee, 
& Your very heart with mirth will raviſhed be, 
To view che court and famous building o'er, 
This ſet the prince a longing more and more. 
He ſaid unto Lionone, one thing I crave, 
To ride abroad J may ſome freedom have, 
The knight went to the king and got bim leave, 
Altho' the king in floods of tears did grieve. 
The king ſet forth a proclamation then, 
That blind and lame, and all deformed men, 
Should then keep cloſe, when as the prince paſs thro' 
But ſtrong and luſty ſhould appear in view. 
Once more the tutor did the king acquaint, 
The ſecond time to give his ſon content, 
Setting his proclamation forth again, 
So out they went with all their noble train. 
| The fields and gardens gave him great delight, 
And ſinging birds his heart did much invite; ; 
He was wellpleaſed to view the parks moſt rare, 
When evening came for home they did repair, 
But now todrive of alſthoſe pleaſures gay, 
They met with two poor objects by the way, 
One blind. the other full ot leproſy, - 
| Who.for the ſake of God craved charity. 
The Prinee unto the tutor did ſay 
{ What is the meaning tell me know I pray, 


Of theſe ſtrange creatures, ſtrait the knight replies, 


They are two men ſull of infirmities, 
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For by the cauſe off a 15 God's decree, 
Some men are born aſſhcted. ſor to be, et 1 
As blind or lame; ſuch things the Lord doth ſhow, 
That all may praiſe hig name and humbly bow. 

Jehoſhaphat then isid, if this/beitrae,  - 


The tutor untatkezking made kucwa, Sai 
You: ſon is very nelanci.oly gro ; » Th 
Some Jport and: pattime therefore let him ſee, [ 
In hopes bis drorping heatt may chea red be. An 
The king gave leave; the tutor once more came, Al 
With many lords and barons of great fame F For 
To ride à hunting, then they tock their way, ; 
In mirth*they-ſpent/a pleaſant ſummer's day. All 
But riding home out of 2 cell appears, If 
A man whoſe age was neat a hunred years, If! 
Bald headed, .: oorbiefs, hollow ey d withall, \ 
The paliy ſhook him, he cou'd hardly craul. BT Th 
Jehoſhaphat 4hen fad, pray let me know, Ba 
W hat thing is thit ſo ſtrange, and ſeems to go? But 
a The kniphr ſaid, tis a man with age quite ſpent, J 
Ready to die, this made the Prince relent. WI 
Pr. When muſt he die, O tell me know I pray? I Ba: 
Tu. No one but God cue tell his dying day, ; Th 
Pr. What muſt be done. with him when be is dead? 1 
Tu. Then under earth bis body muſt be laid An 
Then faid the Prince, if ibat it muſt be ſo, Th 
This is a vain"deceitful world I knoW : He 
The pleaſures of it l'Il no longer prize. ( 
But ha ve the thoughts of death before my eyes, Wi 
| Now when the tutor theſe things had told, Fo. 
The king did weep, and ſaid, my heart ſeems cold To 
=. My child is come to tuin now; alas ; 
I fear the wiſe man's words will come to paſs, 1 * 
Ait boom in lo afgi $i $4) + In 
; Arlaam a chriſtian hermit, who had ſpent, I An 
B Long time in deſart places, God he ſent 1 l 
* ray $07 * 1 212 . 1 | | 
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For he that keeps the ſame ſhall never die. 


5 
An angel, who unto the hem t ſaith, 
o teach Jezoſhaphat the chrittian faith, bf 
Whate'er thou ſayeſt, he ſnail be ral'd by thee, 
For God hach choſe Jehoſophat to be, a 


Iilis faithful ſcrvant, guiltleſs of offence, 
ST no! kept ſo long in wicked ignorance. 


Then Barlaam came unto his palace brave, 
To whom the porter ſaid, what would you have ? 
Sad Barlaam I mult ſpeak to jour young prince, 
The man at firſt denied him enterance, 

Jam a merchant now [| tell to: thee, 
And brought a precious jewel here with me, 
All other things this jewel does ontyy, 


The virtue of this jewel is ſo pure, 
All manner of digempers i it will cure, 
If he were blind, twould give bim perfect fobt, 
If he weie lame, twould make him walk upright, 
When Barlaam came, the Prince then ſaid, let me ſee 
The precious jewel you have brought for me; 


| Barlaam. You cannot fee it with your outward light. 


But muſt behold it with an inward light. 

Then Prince Jehoſhaphat did midly ſay, 
What do you mean by inward light I pray. 
Ba laam the hermit made this antwer then, 
This jewel is the ſaviour of all men. 

The gods yau-ſerve are devils I can tell, 
And leading you the ready way to hell, 
There's none to ſerve, but one true god of might 
Hei ken to me, and I will teach you right. 

God made the heavens, lucifer firlt fell, 
With many more down to the pit of hell, 

For pride, and ſo they devils a); became, 
To be tormented in a burn ng flame. 

Thoſe being fell the heavens were left bare, 

So by. that means the world created were, 


In fix davs ſpace god did his wo, k fulfill, 


And made all things according to his will, 
Man being made well pleaſing to God's fight, 
The devil * with wrath and ſpight, 


4. 

; Lo 1 d 
ö Cauſe ae binifelf ausn in pieuſure dwell, 
He tain would draw all ſoul, to him in bell, 

Tue devil's ſaare firli-cauſed! Adam's tall, 
Which was the cauſe that mankimd finned all; 
And io the world became fi. tny and vain, + | 
But by Chriſt's dea hit was ;ellor'd again. 

* When Sarlaam had explain'd cne icriptures o'er 


The Prince increa:'& in learning mate and more, I 
He f:id, 1 «il believe, and bear in mind. Til 
My Chriſt rad tor me, and all n. I th 


25 Wo! Gading . would come-to 1 
He imo e upon his breall, and cry'd alas, 
W na: anſwer ſnall I make my ſovereign Lord, 
Dach wi. hout mercy hal be my reward, 
The he a rope about his neck did fling, 
And in this manner went before the king + 
There kneeling down he made a courteous bow, 
The king rep y'd fir, what's the matier now. 
What,, art thou mad. Lionone, tell me true, 
That you appear ſo firangely in my view: 
Lionone ttembled ad made this reply, 
O hang me up, for | delerve'to die. 
l do deſerve no mercy ſot my ſhare, 
' You left your ſon under my charge and care, 
To tutor him the way that is moti right, 
But now alas !-your fon is tuin'd quite, 
For by a falſe deceitful man's ad vice. 
Who ſaid he had a jewel of great price, | 
By his fly ways 1 fell into a ſna re, 
He's made your ſon a chriſtian I declare. 
Riſe up Lionone, then repty'd the king, 
I will not execute you for this thing; 
Thou may ſt be ſure no harm ſhall come to thee, 
But on my ſon revenged Iwill be. 
So ſending for his fon, theſe words he faid, 
Haſt thou my laws and counſel diſobey d, 
If it be true what | have heard of thee, - 
Then by my honcur thou deſtroy'd ſhall be, 
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IT hzve been told tl art A chriſtian turn'd, en” 
f it de ſo, tis fit thou ſhould be burned 3” © {4 
hou ſhalt not Jive to overcome my land, TH © 
he truth of this now let me urderitand. 42 
Father, I am a chriſtian to be Jain, 1 
hat Loly taith I ever will main “ %,, | 


o ſuffer death | will be very free, | 
or my dear Chi iſt that ſhed: his blood for me. 


Then did he give his ſon ſad kicks and blows, 


er 


e 
, Till blood goſht cut both from his mouth and noſe, 
I thank you father then reply;d'/the ſon, | 
+ Wt is God's will to me it ſhou'd be do ge. 


My Saviour Chriſt with many iltipes was beat, 
and to the croſs they nail 'd his hands and ſeet. 
To beat your blows wi:hpatience I'm free, 
cannot bear what Chriſt hach bore tor me. 
To find out Barlaam, then we underſtand, . 
He ſent a proclamation through the and. 

hat man by whom this be- mit may be four.d, 
Should have for his reward a hundred pounds. 

Lonꝑ time they fought him. but 'twas a l in vain; x 

He thought o take his ite and have him (lain, 
His council ſaid, your ſon pray do not ſla , 7 
And we will put you in a better way. 
Nicor reſembles.Barlaam in his face, : 
Let him be brovghe before his royal grace. 
He'll think tis Bariaam, therefore Nicor moſt, : v 
Tell him the heathen way is good and juſt. \ 
So ſoon as Nicor ts the court was brought, 
The Prince was hl.'d with a jealous thought ; . 
It was not Barlaàm, ſometimes he thought it was, 
Then he began ta plead the hexthens cauſe. 

The Prince before them all, ſaid wicked elf, 
What art thou come to p'ead againft thylelt ? 
Except thou do'ſt the cheiſtian faith maintain, 

his very day by me thou {halt be ſlain 

Remember David. God s anointed king, 
Who flew the proud Philliſtians with a ſling: 
If thou art ge er fo firong, aſſur' d Ihe, 
ntg my hands God will deltve: thee, 


| Said Nicot Iv wad * * to Jadeceivd,” 9 
= 7 The devil brought me here, I do believe: 
5 J am not Batlaam, Nicor is my name, + 
* Brought up a heathen, Jord the more's my ſhame. | 
No more I'll be 4 heathen for my part, if 
But ſerye the chriſtian God with my whole heart, 
The pagans down their heather books did fling. 
And burnt their W 0 in preſence ol the king. | 
a rt 
\Reing tbeſs things FEY king aloud. did ey, 4 
A | | © what a wretched finfol man am IE 
\ j Ay ainſt the holy word: of truth to ſight; | 
* { 6nd the chriſtian faith is pure and right. . 
Apainſt,chat taith I wilkgo longer hold 
O bleſſed be the wiſe man that fotetold, 1 
What was,decreed at chy ſweet righteous birtg, 
The bleſſed qhild that e er was born on earth: |» +l! 
Chutebes were built, the land became divine, 1 
 Taen did the righteous goſpel ſpread and thine). HW 
I be poor confined chriſtians were ſet fre, | WM 
In chriſlian lone the land did ſoon agtee. vont ol 
Ke Death call the king down 19%4is ſilent tomb, A 
Jehoſhaphat reign'd in his ſather's room, | 
And was by all his ſubjeQs dearly lov'd, | 
Becauſe the word of Chriſt was well approv 'd. | 
Thus for ſometime he did the faith defend, | 
But in that land his life he did not end; 
But to Alfanes did his throne reſign, 
That he might keep it holy and divine. , 
4 tor fear that worldly-pleaſures which are vain, 
By any ways ſhould draw him back again, | 
To ſeck out Barlaam to be ſatisfied ; & 
In loneſome deferts he with hermits dy Mc y, 
Y The people grieved for loſs of their good prince, 
1 That good Alfanes ſtood in the defence, 
Ot che true faith, which is divine and pure, 
And ever ſhall from age to age endure. 
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